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The discovery of the 
Favorskii rearrangement 
in 1894 is credited to 
Russian Scientist Alexey 
Yevgrafovich Favorskii.

When the α-haloketone has enolizable hydrogens present the 
reaction mechanism proceeds through the tradition Favorskii
Rearrangement (A). When none are present, the quasi-
Favorskii mechanism (B) is in effect



Synthetic Utility:
• The Favorskii rearrangement is a 

useful method for the formation of 
highly branched carboxylic acids as 
well as substituted ring systems.
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Applications in Total 
Synthesis
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